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Training needs of professionals (1/2)

From activity 3:

Need to have a more robust way of monitoring the phenomenon;

Data collection on trafficked children is a very resource heavy 
process not always made a priority;

Growing need for reliable data source and for a standardization 
of data collection and procedures;

Need to share information between 
organizations related to the issue.
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Training needs of professionals (2/2)

From the EFSC’s Comparative study report of the gaps in data collection on 
the situation of street and vulnerable children in 10 European Countries 
(2013):

Available data on street children and/or other categories of most 
vulnerable children are often partial and insufficient;

Lack of common shared indicators;

Lack of communication and exchange between statistical
offices, authorities and NGOs. 

BUT
NGOs play an important role (in the improvement of the quality of child 
care system and in data collection);

NGOs foster more reliable and detailed figures on vulnerable children 
related problems and issues.
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5 methodologies on data collection on children at 
risk of trafficking

Capture and recapture;

Social mapping;

Priority scale – smiley face scale;

Chapati diagram;

Historical timeline.

- All approved by UNICEF -
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1) Capture and re-capture method: explanation

Capture and recapture is used to 
estimate the number of a hidden 
population 

Incomplete lists of the population to 
estimate its size; already used in the 
contexts of street children and 
unaccompanied children.

Example: you need to estimate the 
number of trafficked children in a city. 
You can have administrative data from 
Municipality and health-related data 
from health authority
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1) Capture and re-capture method: an illustration



1) Capture and re-capture method: how it works

The formula to estimate the number of trafficked children in your 
area will be:

Example: 70 children by the administrative source, 130 by the 
health source, 30 children who has been registered in both 
sources, X children not captured in neither of the two;
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2) Social mapping method: explanation

Social mapping is used to understand the context in 
which a NGO operates, as well as young people’s 
perception of the environment, their natural and 

human resources, their problems and resources for 
dealing with them;

Involvement of young people in drawing maps of 
community structures, institutions, associations, 

boundaries, resources and so on. 
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It can highlight different perspectives of a project’s social 
environment

In a small group, it stimulates discussion and can aid in analysis, 
planning and decision making



2) Social mapping method: how it works

First, the child is asked to make a list of community 
structures, institutions, associations and resources 
which are important in the environment where he lives;

Secondly, the child is asked to draw a map where the 
structures, institutions, associations and resources are 
allocated according to his view;

It will be now easier to identify some elements which 
are drown far away, nevertheless their relative 
proximity. Ask direct questions to the child to 
understand the issue.



2) Social mapping method: an illustration



3) Priority scale method: explanation

Priority scale is used to evaluate the importance of a 
resource, of an actor or an intervention in the view of children. 
Use it with a small group of children;

First, make a brief brainstorming with the children, in order to 
understand which are the most relevant programmes, 
institutions and intervention for the children

Then, prepare a blank matrix with the statements to be 
evaluated (for example: “I think that educative program by 
mobile unit is effective” or “I think that the overnight service of 
the help desk is useful”) 

Explain it to children



3) Priority scale method: an illustration



3) Priority scale method: how it works

Important that children can compile this evaluation scale 
individually and privately: make some little paper copies of the 
matrix (one for every child involved) and ask to all children to fill in 
their own matrix with a “X” according to their opinion;

All the answers will be collected and reported on the main 
matrix (every “X” will correspond to a dot);

Calculate the results for each statement (strongly agree=5; 
agree=4; neutral=3; disagree=2; strongly disagree=1);

Calculate the mean for each research question;

Interpret the results together with the group of children.



4) Chapati diagram method: explanation

The chapati diagram is used for exploring 
relationships between things and, in 
particular, the relative importance, 
influence or power of people, 
organizations or groups;

Very helpful in structuring the analysis of 
complex dynamics or relationships
between people, groups and organizations 
or to explore the relative importance of 
different influences on a person or 
process;

children draw diagrams of power 
relationship within the actors and 
institutions in a defined context. Each 
person/institution is represented by a 
circle and the relative power of each 
person is represented by the size of their 
circle



4) Chapati diagram method: how it works

Ask the child to write the names of the most important actors 
and institutions on some circles of different size (according to 
their power);

The circles are then placed at different distances from each 
other to show the nature of relations between them or, 
alternatively, the figures can be placed only in relation to the
person making the diagram

Discussions and sharing of stories might focus on why certain 
people were attributed significant power, how it felt to be 
powerless or powerful, whether patterns change across children 
and whether similarities can be found. 



4) Chapati diagram method: an illustration
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5) Historical timeline method: explanation

Historical timeline is used to understand the evolution of the 
life-story of a child or of a group of children, because it allows 
to record important events over time from the perspective of a 
child;

It is a combination of historical timelines and impact drawings, 
where participants individually draw how they have evolved 
over time;

Thanks to the visualization of his life-story, it will be easier for 
the child to focus on a particular moment and the 
professional can deepen with him one or more period which he 
believes important. 



5) Historical timeline method: how it works

This exercise can be done individually or in a small 
group;

Ask to children to describe their story by drawing an 
historical timeline, recording the most important 
developments, key milestones and dates;

They can use words, symbols, pictures, or (best of 
all) a mixture of the three;

Decide the starting point of the timeline (for example 
the date of arrival in the neighbourhood where he 
lives)



5) Historical timeline method: an illustration
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