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Antigoni Papadopoulou  
Member of the European Parliament 

 

We all know that drug use is one of the major cause of  

health problems and mortality not only among youth 

but also among mature adults in Europe. 

Over the last decade, Europe has experienced about one 

overdose death every hour. According to the annual 

report 2012 of the European Monitoring Centre for 

Drugs and Drug Addiction: “The changing and dynamic 

nature of today’s drugs necessitates concerted action 

and increased awareness” Europe needs more tools and 

projects that will help policy makers to understand how 

to please the event and reduce drug demand among the 

younger generations.  

It is alarming to know that over fifty new drugs are 

already detected in 2012. Users are often not aware of 

the kind and the associated risks of the drugs they are 

buying. 

The use of illicit drugs is a severe strength to public 

health, to individuals and to their families, as well as to 

the society as a whole. 

At the present time of severe financial crisis in Europe, 

with unemployment and poverty figures stably rising, 

the social fighter of our society is at risk. 

We should not underestimate but uncertainty, anxiety 

and despair increase psychological stain, create social 

problems and tendency for more drug use especially 

among youth and vulnerable people.  

Europe must ensure that appropriate policies, tools and 

projects are in place, as well as available funds for 

investments and well targeted activities of proven 

effectiveness to prevent and reduce illicit drugs demand.  

Europe needs increased information, comparable 

statistics and awareness rising on the drug situation 

today.  



Coordinated actions and synergies, sharing of experiences 

and exchange of best practices among EU Member States 

and EU institutions, the academic world, politicians, 

research laboratories and other relevant stakeholders; 

comprehensive and balanced national drug strategy, as 

well as a Pan-European strategy to tackle the problem. 

Special emphasis should be given in engaging practically 

with those more at risk, since it is proven that many 

intervention, particularly in settings where drug users are 

in contact with treatment or emergency services may 

reduce overdose. In view of formulation and adoption of 

a new Drug Strategy at European level in 2012, and I 

know this is almost finished, but the Cyprus’s Presidency.  

European Union must devote more resources to drug-

related research projects, any for the reduction of 

demand for illegal drugs and to use its public health 

applications to encourage more explicitly the inclusion of 

harm reduction measures in the national policies of the 

Member States; to recognize that health policy is as 

important as law enforcement policy in this field and that 

education also has a significant role to play. Finally, there 

is a need for a frank debate in this area, in an attempt to 

narrow the gap between theory and practice, to achieve a 

better consensus about the best way to proceeding. 

Consultants, researchers and coordinators of relevant EU-

funded projects keep us and excellent opportunity to 

have an intense analysis of European policies and 

programs for prevention of illicit drug demand. Moreover 

it enables us to network with people of various 

backgrounds so as to exploit and multiply possible 

synergies on the impact of awareness in action on this 

crucial issue. 

I believe that today’s debate offers a welcome 

opportunity to become familiar with EU funded projects 

like ORION and its effective innovative approach to 

prevent and reduce drug demand; to find out how this 

project can provides a useful e-health tool, able to 

identify and support patients vulnerable to drugs 

overdose. 
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Paola Tardioli Schiavo 
Deputy head od anti-drugs Policy Unit 
DG Justice - European Commission 
 

Drug is a very difficult dossier. 

As European Union, we have always, treated the dossier 

with an equilibrated and balanced approach, taking into 

consideration both demand and supply reduction, as 

equal important elements of a global strategy. 

This approach was the one which was on the basis of the 

old strategy, which is expiring at the end of this year, 

and also remaining at the basis of the new strategy, 

which will be endorsed by the European Council under 

the Cypriot Presidency. 

What we are experiencing now, which is one of the 

things that appear clearly in the MCDDA Report is that of 

course we can not say that the old traditional drugs are 

not used anymore, which is not true, but nevertheless 

on top of that, we have another history, which is the run 

and  the appearance of new substances, legal, illegal, 

synthetic, natural on the market, which is on the rise 

and we have to cope with that. So we welcome also 

projects in this field. 

We have founded more then 200 projects in almost 20 

years in the field of drugs and we can have also other 

important support for the next period. 

We are facing a shortage in the money and I am happy 

to be in this context with honorable Members of the 

Parliaments to stress the importance that the drugs is 

addressed in all the Programs that we have, including 

the Justice one.  

“The EMCDDA shares the vision of EU-funded project ORION which is putting 

the patient at the center of intervention and enables informed choices” 

                                                                                                  Wolfgang Götz  

 Director of the EMCDDA 
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Dionysis Dionysiou 
First Secretary 
Permanent Representation of Cyprus 
 

On behalf of the Chair of the Horizontal Working Party 

on Drugs (HDG), I would like to thank you the invitation 

in today’s roundtable on innovative approaches to drug 

demand reduction. This is a great opportunity for 

bringing together policy makers and experts in order to 

share information and practices as well as to reflect on 

achievements and discuss the challenges ahead. 

 

As you all might know, the Cyprus Presidency’s main 

goal in the field of drugs was the adoption of the new EU 

Drugs Strategy for 2013-2020. In fact, at the HDG 

meeting last week the draft new Strategy was endorsed 

by all Member States. 

In the field of drug demand reduction, the objective of 

the EU Drugs Strategy 2013-2020 is to contribute to the 

measurable reduction of the use of illicit drugs, to delay 

the age of onset, to prevent and reduce problem drug 

use, drug dependence and drug-related health and 

social risks and harms through an integrated, 

multidisciplinary and evidence-based approach, and by 

promoting and safeguarding coherence between health, 

social and justice policies. 

In order to develop and further improve existing 

innovative approaches and reduce drug demand, all 

interested parties should firstly investigate the existing 

gaps to identify and review new areas that could be 

promoted, as well as identify the available evidence-

based innovative approaches that are currently applied 

for the delivery of treatment and prevention. Expert 

groups could be formulated to explore and discuss the 

effectiveness of existing projects and possible promotion 

and application of these approaches and disseminate 

this information in different platforms and forums. 

Furthermore, different partnerships could develop new 

projects based on the relevant literature and research 

findings through EU funding programmes.  
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In an attempt to translate innovative approaches into practice and bridge the gap 

between research and policy, it should be stressed that research should be a source of 

information in the decision-making process, in all Member States.  Indeed, evidence-

based policy requires research, which requires funding. The financial and economic 

crisis that the EU is facing has made the attempt of bridging the gap between research 

and policy an even harder task. 

Under these difficult circumstances, it is therefore essential to develop or support 

existing mechanisms that put together the relevant stakeholders (policy-makers, 

researchers, research funding organizations, institutions) representatives from 

international organizations, and EU in the sense of a vital multi-level attempt that 

allows both top down and bottom up approaches in order to bridge the gap between 

drug research and drug-related policy, and manage effectively the available resources.  

Such a mechanism, would give an opportunity to researchers to work with policy 

makers to turn research findings into tangible policy actions and vice versa, to translate 

the political wishes into scientific questions.   

The EU role in the process of bridging the gap could be as follow:  

• The EU must recognize the different approaches in drug policies and practice 

and prioritize future research topics that are mutually needed, in order to 

move towards the establishment of common research agenda.  

• Also, there is an unbalanced distribution of research activities between 

Member States (MS) and unbalanced use of EU funding programs by MS 

(especially the new MS). The EU should support further funding for research in 

those countries where research is still a complex challenge.  

• Progress has been made on the treatment of heroin dependence but it is 

important to find out what works for dependence to other drugs, such as 

synthetic drugs, which appear to be on the rise.  

• Dissemination of research findings should be further developed to reach all 

the interest parts including the audience of policy makers.  

• The EU could appoint a group of experts including all relevant stakeholders 

(research, policy, practice) to ensure communication between all the actors.  

 

Having all the above in mind, refining and developing research evidence and drug policy 

models, under a resource-constrained environment, is a challenging task for EU, but 

important, in order to bridge the gap between drug-related research and policy.  

 

 



Karl Mann 

NOTESNOTESNOTESNOTES    

_______________________________________________

    9 

Karl Mann 
President of the European Federation Addiction Societies (EUFAS) 
 

The purpose of the EUFAS is to promote education and 

the attainment of the highest level of knowledge and 

understanding in the field of addiction in all European 

countries, included mental disorders related to the use 

of psychoactive substances and non-substance-related 

disorders related manifestations (such as gambling).  

Specifically EUFAS intends to: 

1.  Improve addiction care in European countries; 

2. Improve prevention measures both on a national 

as well as a European level; 

3. Support those European countries whose 

prevention and treatment systems may be less 

developed; 

4. Influence the allocation of financial resources for 

addiction research on a national as well as a 

European level. 

“We were keen to develop a new tool to detect and raise awareness of the 

risks of drug overdose. The findings from our tests have shown that 45% of 

patients would consider changing their drug taking behaviour as a result 

of using the software” 

Prof. Gerry Humphris  

ORION    Project 
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Alex Baldacchino - ORION project  
He is a clinical senior lecturer in Addiction Psychiatry with the 
University of Dundee and Consultant Psychiatrists with NHS Fife  

The ORION project is an innovative e-health risk as-

sessment tool which can be used in a variety of clini-

cal settings to identify individuals who are at a high 

risk of experiencing a drug overdose. The tool is pro-

posed in a easy-to-use, computerized and interactive 

format for clinicians and patients to use together 

The aim of the ORION tool is to assess overdose risk 

and to educate the substance mis-users about the 

impact which their behaviour has on their personal 

overdose risk. 
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Morag MacDonald 

Prof. MacDonald is Director of the Centre for Research into 

Quality in Birmingham City University and she is currently  

managing the EU Throughcare project . 

 

“Throughcare for prisoners with problematic drug 

use” is a research project funded by the Directorate 

General Justice, Freedom and Security of the 

European Commission. The project aligns with the 

aim of the EU’s Drugs Strategy and Action Plan ‘to 

significantly reduce the social harm and health 

damage caused by the use of, and trade in, illicit 

drugs’.  
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Peer van der Kreeft - EU DAP Project 

He was Head of prevention at De Sleutel and he is 
lecturer in prevention and drug-related issues at 
University College of Ghent.  

 

The European Drug Addiction Prevention Trial (EU 

DAP) is a project aimed at contributing to the 

evidence concerning the effectiveness of drug 

prevention programs in Europe.  
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Brenda J. van der Bergh 

Ms van den Bergh is Technical Officer HIV/AIDS, STIs 

and Viral Hepatitis Programme - WHO Europe 

Regional Office 

 

European Commission and World Health Organiza-

tion project “Harm reduction” aims to scale up ac-

cess to high-quality harm reduction, treatment and 

care for injecting drug users in the WHO European 

Region. 
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Cristina Marcuzzo 

Ms Marcuzzo is member of the European Commission  
- Directorate General for Research and Innovation.  

 

ALICE RAP (Addiction and Lifestyles in Contemporary 

Europe - Reframing Addictions Project) is a five year 

European research project, co-financed by the Euro-

pean Commission that brings together over 100 sci-

entists from more than 25 countries and 29 different 

disciplines. It aims to strengthen scientific evidence 

to inform the public and political dialogue and to 

stimulate a broad and productive debate on current 

and alternative approaches to addictions. 
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“In my view, this is a high-level group. I congratulate everybody because 

each project was presented in a very scientific manner.  

We need to exchange good practices and increase awareness about these 

projects, especially to the policy makers. We need understand the projects’ 

outcome and use them for policy making for benefit of the citizens across 

Europe” 

Antigoni Papadopoulou  

Member of the European Parliament 

Antigoni Papadopoulou MEP and the ORION  project team 
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The University of St. Andrews (UK) comprises 
16 academic schools, including the Medical 
School, which was reformed in October 2002 
and includes 60 academic staff, research fellows, 
and research assistants and a large group of 
honorary clinical academic staff, who contribute 
to teaching.  

University of Milano Bicocca (IT) is a young,  
dynamic and multidisciplinary university, which has 
created an extensive network including many world-
famous universities, research centres, and top  
corporations. It’s Department of Neurosciences and 
Biomedical Technologies is a partner in the ORION 
project.  

Institute of the University of Duisburg-Essen 
(DE) includes the Department of Addictive Be-
haviour and Addiction Medicine, LVR-Hospital 
Essen (formerly The Rhine State Hospital Es-
sen), which was founded in 1974 and is a hospi-
tal of the University Duisburg-Essen providing 
psychiatric inpatient and outpatient care. The 
University Hospital Essen consists of several 
departments focusing on basic (theoretical) and 
practical medicine.  

Aarhus University Hospital (DK) consists of four uni-
versity teaching hospitals, including the Psychiatric  
Hospital. The hospital includes a 24-hour emergency 
unit, two psychiatric units, a geronto-psychiatric unit, 
and a forensic unit, as well as six community psychiatric 
centres and six units for specialised psychiatry. The 
Psychiatric Services assume responsibility for graduate 
and undergraduate medical training and include a  
research centre (WHO Collaborating Centre) and a staff 
education and training department.  

Synergia (IT) is an Italian social research, train-
ing, and consulting firm that has operated since 
1989 in the field of social and health policy.  
Synergia has developed hundreds of research 
projects for the public sector, private companies, 
and third sector on local, national, and European 
levels - deploying solid scientific expertise with a 
strong commitment to operating efficacy and 
timely delivery.  

Business Solutions Europa (UK) is a dynamic  
European affairs consultancy with offices in UK and 
Brussels. Its goals are to “bring Europe closer to the 
needs of Europeans” by facilitating dialogue and the 
exchange of information with key institutions and actors 
and helping to develop ideas and European projects. 
Business Solutions Europa is involved in a number of 
European public health communication projects and 
advised on these matters public and private  
organizations across Europe. 
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