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The project RAINBOW, financed by the Program “Fundamental Rights and Citizenship” of the EC, brings 
together  organizations that protect the rights of individual sexual identity of young people and that fight 
against homophobia.    

  
The goal of the project is to research and challenge existing stereotypes through innovative educational 
means: 
1, An educational toolkit for teachers and students, including 9 short movies for 4 different age groups, an 
educational manual with suggestions for the use of the toolkit in class and with exercises. 
2. A game toolkit for children at school, sport teams.  Until the middle of 2012 the developed educational 
toolkit has been tested in four of the partner countries.   

 
 

REPORT ON RAINBOW EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT TEST 
Italian, Dutch, UK, Bulgarian and Basque Autonomous Community response 
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I Aim, scope and organization of the test 
 
In five of the RAINBOW project partner countries (Italy, the Netherlands, Great Britain, 
Bulgaria and Basque Autonomous Community) a research of the attitudes was carried 
out, as well as a test presentation of the pilot educational toolkit (9 movies against 
homophobia and draft guidelines). We looked for the opinion of the pedagogues 
regarding the relevancy of the contents of the movies to the situation at school and to the 
local approach toward the issue. The objective was to get some feedback from the 
target and be able to do some corrections before toolkits finalization, i.e. to verify the 
transferability potential and the reactions of the direct (teachers) and indirect (children 
and young people) target to the product before mainstreaming.  
In all test countries partners have followed common guidelines for the testing and have 
written a short report on the feedback they receive.  
 
The teachers represented the key player to be involved in this testing because of their 
mediating role in the class and their ability to define the understanding levels of children. 
The understanding of the children was directly tested, after the check of the images by 
the teachers, by project staff or teachers.  
 
Our first step in testing was to show the DVD to a group of teachers in Italy, United 
Kingdom, Netherlands, Bulgaria, Basque Autonomous Community (a total of 61 teachers). 
This group was gathered, through the previous interviews, snowball technique and 
personal network of the partners and asked to watch the DVD, read the guide and give a 
feedback to the researchers in each country. We asked teachers some questions: did 
they like the product? would they use it in class? do they find the guide clear and the 
images suitable for the target age group? Their answers are the basis of this Report. 
 
A second activity was the pupils test: a group of pupils in Italy, United Kingdom, 
Netherlands and Bulgaria (a total of 141 pupils) watched the DVD and said what they 
thought (if they liked it, if they found it strange, what came to their mind while watching it, 
etc.). 
 
 
II Test Results per country  

1. UK  
Teachers: 10 
Pupils: 30 

The team carrying out the research in the United Kingdom invited 10 teachers and 30 
students to participate. All of them have filled in the questionnaires and provide detailed 
information about each of the movies. The manual and the exercises have been used by 
the teachers during the presentation of almost every movie. Overall, the films are popular 
and the lessons helped them in their work. 
 
Papa’s Boy 
Teachers 
The teachers liked the movie and the simplicity of its theme. One teacher questioned why 
the young mouse was wearing tutu as opposed to leggings and suggested it confused 
gender expectations with sexual orientation issues. 
There was no feedback on the lesson plan. 
Pupils 
Teachers reported the film was popular. 
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Mobile 
Teachers 
This movie was generally popular with teachers. It was considered humorous and a good 
way of expressing the diversity of relationships. However two teachers challenged that it 
had to do with sexual orientation and one teacher said it was years behind what he was 
achieving with his primary class and he felt showing it would be a step back. 
No teachers did the mobile making activity, claiming time constraints. But the other 
exercises were all considered effective. 
Pupils 
Most pupils realized that this movie was about diversity in relationships, but some found it 
rather fast and confusing 
 
Sticks and Stones 
Teachers 
This was a ‘made for schools’ film and teachers felt it best for Personal, social, health and 
economic (PSHE) education and citizenship lessons. It was very long and dealt with many 
issues. But the fact that it was multi-ethnic and dealt with same sex parents was popular.  
The study guide was successful and provoked discussion about what constituted a family, 
the effect of ‘teasing’ and why people should not be bullied for being different. 
Pupils 
Pupils mostly enjoyed the fact that the film was in English so they didn’t have to read 
subtitles. A small number were surprised that people could have two parents of the same 
sex. They all agreed that the film showed how painful name calling can be.  
 
Shark Bait 
Teachers 
This was a popular film with teachers because it had a clear message and showed that 
people don’t have to be LGB to be homophobically bullied. Erland’s victimization is easily 
accessible and the content is realistic. One teacher expressed concern about the 
portrayal of nudity and thought it ‘gratuitous’. 
All exercises were described as effective. 
Pupils 
Pupils who were positive said the film was exciting and were surprised that the bullying was 
not very violent but was about humiliation. They understood the moral behind it, but some 
thought it was dark and depressing. The nudity and spitting was described by one pupil as 
disgusting. 
One pupil said he learned that standing up for yourself and not retaliating with violence is 
a much better choice. “Gain RESPECT from others, not fear”.  
 
Lucas to Luus 
Teachers 
Although the content is good, teachers believed there was too much talking to camera. 
They said this was an ‘educational’ film with a lot of new content for pupils to absorb. Most 
would have made it shorter or shown it in selected clips.  
The exercises were considered helpful, but one teacher said that Le Vie en Rose and My 
Transsexual Summer, a recently made Channel 4 documentary were better at stimulating 
debate. 
Pupils 
There was a clear difference between the knowledge of LGB people and trans-people. 
“Poor girl” and “I didn’t know that stuff was possible” were some of the comments. But 
most were pleased that Luus was accepted as a girl by her classmates. One pupil was 
very negative and said she was “boring, repetitive” and “a girl who was not a girl”. 
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Bob 
Teachers 
Everyone agreed it was good for stimulating debate and very funny. But because of the 
‘urban myth’ of the girl who turns out to be a transvestite in English culture it leads onto 
questions of transexualism as much as sexual orientation. Teachers liked the whole idea of 
nothing being as it seems.  
The exercises were popular and exercise 6 was particularly recommended by one teacher 
for challenging notions of gender 
Pupils 
Pupils recognized that the film carried the message ‘Don’t judge by appearances’ but 
most focused on the fact that it was funny without commenting further.  
 
Donkey Girl 
Teachers 
Teachers liked the ‘innocence’ of the film. One said it showed the importance of 
friendship and following your own path in life. However there was some frustration that the 
development of a relationship between the two girls was not explored. 
The exercises were popular and exercise 4 was agreed to be good at helping pupils 
explore their inner feelings. One teacher said that her pupils were comfortable talking 
about sexual orientation but surprisingly embarrassed when asked to talk about love. One 
said it was, “Good for personal and social education”. 
Pupils  
There was a wide variety of reactions to this film. A person was preoccupied by the 
symbolic value of the donkey. Most thought the film too slow and some said they found it 
confusing.  
 
Danny’s Parade 
Teachers 
All agreed that this was a good affirmative film about being a teenager and being gay. 
They liked the fact that the boy had the confidence to challenge conventional opinions. 
The study guide was popular. There was opportunity to talk about whether our school is a 
safe place to come out and about how some people were uncomfortable with watching 
the same sex kiss.  
Pupils 
Students wrote about how this film showed “why it was important to be confident”. They 
praised Danny’s “determination” and one described it as “inspiring”. Some thought it had 
too much foreign dialogue and one said it was too long. Most enjoyed the boat emerging 
from under the bridge at the end. 
 
Omar 
Omar has not been covered yet because an English language version was not available. 
The subtitled version currently available contains several uses of the word “fuck” which 
would be unacceptable in UK schools. 
 
Conclusion 
The evidence shows that the films selected have been placed in the right age categories. 
All the films will facilitate the Public Sector Equality Duty, which requires schools to promote 
equality of opportunity and report back to the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
what they are doing to prevent discrimination.  
From Lucas to Luus was less successful with pupils than the others and this suggests that 
being transgender is more ‘taboo’ than being lesbian, gay or bisexual. This is no surprise 
since trans people are much less visible in society and the media than LGB people. In a 
sense this makes Lucas to Luus the most important film. However there have been some 
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recent documentaries on trans people that may encourage further debate. These need 
to be explored. 
 

2. Italy  
Teachers: 10 
Pupils: 23 

As scheduled in the educational toolkit, assessment questionnaires have been given to 10 
teachers. The teachers were from different school stages, in this proportion: 3 primary 
school teachers, 3 lower secondary school teachers, 4 high school teachers. 
23 pupils aged 5-14 have been involved in the test activities. They were: 8 primary school 
pupils, 5 lower secondary school pupils (aged 10-13), 10 high school pupils (aged 14-15) 
The school are all situated in Milan or in its province.  
 
Although Italy couldn't make an overall test on all films and activities, in addition to 
the questionnaire set and distributed by all Partners, each teacher involved in the 
test has been asked to: 
 
- Make an assessment of the film and the related activities scheduled in the study 
guide 
- Express an evaluation about the kit's completeness 
- Give some feedbacks of the experience in the classroom during the tested 
activities 
 
Overall teachers’ opinion about the project 
Papa’s Boy, Mobile, Bob 
Opinions about the three animation movies selected for the kit depend on different 
aspects (all related):  
- Animated movies are easy to screen in the classroom compared to documentaries or 
other films with many dialogues. 
- The selected animated movies catch young pupils attention and sense of fun.  
However, the message understanding is not always spontaneous: in "Papa's Boy", for 
example, the fact that the mouse is male is not immediately understood. This could be 
useful in activities concerning gender roles deconstruction, but the matter could be very 
tricky for children of this age (6-7).  
- The guide comes out as complete and well set, but it needs a better graphic layout to 
improve the approach to activities. The language should be simplified.  
- Subtitles are useful, but a good idea could be to involve English teachers for a better 
educational contribution. 
Omar 
The films selected come out as an interesting part of a global educational project. In 
particular, some of them for example, "Omar"' well represents the actual situation faced 
by young people and teenagers. It shows very touching topics for lower secondary school 
pupils living in suburbs, where ethnic, religious, linguistic discrimination exists. 
 
Overall pupils’ opinion about the project 
- The answers to the questionnaire say that, although pupils like the movies, messages and 
aims of the films are not always easily understood. An adult presence is therefore 
necessary to introduce the topic and prepare pupils to what they're going to watch, 
sometimes even to comment the screening. The screening has to be completed by the 
related activities: they are really useful to understand the message.  
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- Group activities are preferred to individual ones: the workload is more tolerable and the 
group helps in the comprehension of the film's message.  

- Activities need to be adapted according to territorial peculiarities. In Italy, for example, is 
not a common thing for a teacher to invite a firefighter at school: too many authorizations 
would be necessary.   

Specificities of "From Lucas to Luus" 
The film is very different from all the others, presenting a new level of discussion about 
differences, bullying, discrimination and rights: the film openly deals with "gender identity". 
Italy is totally lacking in a sex education policy dealing with differences in sexual 
orientation and gender identity.  
The Italian opinion about "From Lucas to Luus" is surely interesting because it opens a 
discussion about a topic which has never been publicly dealt without creating problems 
or conflicts.  
This film does not offer an accessible way for teachers to discuss these topics with pupils; 
however it could be a good tool to be screened only for teachers and parents when 
facing possible similar situations.  
Teachers 
Some of the teachers (including the sample interviewed for the research on stereotypes) 
acknowledge they don't have enough information on this topic. They also say it would be 
impossible to discuss it in the classroom without parents’ authorization. 
Pupils 
Not a single teacher would screen this film in the classroom. 
 
The film presents some difficulties: 
- The language is very technical, sometimes clinical: very difficult for pupils to understand.  
- The topic is very specific and it's impossible to have a wider background to relate to.  
- Some teachers say they never had to face (together with their colleagues) similar 
situations: in Italy this topic is totally ignored or postponed until after puberty. They 
appreciate a discussion, but surely not in the classroom or with pupils, because: the film 
does not open the discussion, it closes it; the film presents a story with its own solution and 
truth, with any possibility of confrontation, costs/benefits evaluation, any chance for the 
(young) audience to be aware of the evolution of terms like "gender dysphoria" in the 
academic and psychoanalytic world.  
 
 

3. The Netherlands 
Teachers: 10 
Pupils: 39  

RAINBOW project manager in the Netherlands organized one meeting with 7 teachers in 
March 2012 at a secondary school in Amsterdam (3 of the teachers were also interviewed 
for the research part). The pupil’s test was made during 3 lessons (50 minutes each) at a 
secondary school. Lessons were carried out with 19 pupils, age 13 witching watch Shark 
Bait and 20 boys and girls with different ethnic backgrounds, aged 15 watching Shark Bait 
and Omar.  
 
Teachers: 
Teachers liked the combination: film and discussion. All feel comfortable discussing 
homophobia in classroom. They all underlined the use of film with young people. All will 
use the RAINBOW films and toolkit. But exercises must be clear, short and effective. Some 
have doubts if there is time in the school schedule to use this package. The exercise with 
computers for searching boys and girls things is hard to organize at school. Also the 
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exercise to make a short movie was discussed by these teachers, because they said it was 
not about homophobia 
 
Papa’s Boy 
Primary school teacher thought that this movie is more suitable for age group: 7 – 8 years 
old. One secondary school  said that the message in Papa’s boy is not quite clear and he 
didn’t know what to tell the  children. 
And exercise 1 about Boys and girls things should be more open and less closed. Is there 
only one right answer? And what is right or wrong? 
 
Sticks and Stones 
This movie was examined as very Canadian  and a documentary with a lot of clichés. It 
would be helpful if we have the explanations of several words. It is also possible to use a 
different approach with boys and girls issues (topics).  
 
From Lucas to Luus 
Secondary teachers like the movie because it is an emotional and open movie, with 
honest reactions from other pupils. It is good to be shown also in secondary schools as an 
example of an open-minded class and open minded pupils people under the trans 
umbrella. 
 
Another teacher – working in primary school – thinks that Lucas to Luus is more a 
documentary and it shows and explains very well how Luus is accepted in her class.  
The exercises are good. Focus is: be who you are.  
 
Shark Bait 
Teachers like the movie Shark Bait very much. It is a nice and clear story and could 
provoke big discussion – not specifically on homosexuality but also on bullying and about 
what it means to be different.  
Maybe this movie is more suitable for pupils aged 14 – 15 years. 
 
Donkey Girl 
Most of the teachers were positive about this movie and found it a good choice for this 
age group. Some thought this movie philosophical and not about homophobia but more 
about friendship. 
One teacher said that the movie is not so useful because pupils in secondary school 
would start laughing when the two girls kiss and that the computer exercise is too 
complicated to do.  
A teacher from primary school said opposite: the film is a well-chosen movie about 
friendship. He likes the focus on friendship and also friendship with pets. He likes the 
exercise with the special effect photography.  
 
Omar 
Omar is very good to use because of its multicultural character and street language. 
But very predictable. The teachers find it very relevant for starting a discussion. During the 
test with the children they have decided that it is not necessary to use the exercises from 
the manual.   
 
Bob 
The movie Bob is short but powerful. It is about expectations, but also a more difficult 
movie: more philosophical and abstract, less clear. Teachers in secondary school are not 
sure if it will help to educate out of homophobia. They find Bob only humoristic. Exercises 
are more about animation and landscapes, not about male/female.  
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Danny’s Parade 
Danny’s Parade is a nice positive movie; the most positive movie with clear message. It 
shows a cheerful young gay boy, supported by his parents, sister, brother and boyfriend. 
One teacher wants to show this movie as an example of Dutch culture; as part of Dutch 
society. “It is also very recognizable for my Dutch students. And Danny does have a 
mission and clear subject”. 
This film could lead to a constructive class discussion. 
Danny’s parade is very good to use in the Netherlands.  
 
Pupils (secondary school) 
 
Omar and Shark Bait 
In the Netherlands teachers chose to show the movies Omar and Shark Bait to two school 
classes because the problem with bullying at school is relevant.  
Shark Bait:  
Pupils first discussed the questions in small groups of three and than in the whole class. 
Teachers carrying out testing followed the instructions in the toolkit and stopped the film 
twice. Asking questions after the stops worked very well.  Children were very curious about 
the rest of the film and they’d rather prefer not stopping for breaks.  
Omar: 
The teacher introduced the movie in her own words and did not use the toolkit exercises. 
She compared Omar with Shark Bait, a different story with the same subject. She told the 
pupils that she would not stop the film. Everybody was happy. First reaction: pupils liked 
the movie. The main issue was: the family does not accept homosexuality. The discussion 
was focused on the opinion of others on homosexuality. How will your parents react? What 
about different perception of gay and lesbian in different country? Children said that 
movie is about homosexuality, about hiding and reactions of the parents.  
 
The children liked a lot both movies and said that they would prefer to watch movies and 
discuss as methods for teaching tolerance. Still, the pupils liked the showing of the movies 
most (“Discussion is good, watching films is better”). This kind of issue is quite new for them. 
Watching films helps them to identify with the different characters and feel different 
emotions. They were curious to know how both films end. Choosing the non-violence 
solution from Erlend was hard to deal with. The reaction of the parents from Omar, was 
close to the reaction they would expect from their own parents.  
Very important is that this kind of movie motivates children to talk with their parents, with 
whom they do not normally discuss these topics. Children agreed that films can change 
behavior and show alternatives.  
Both films started a lot of discussion. Most pupils were involved and participated in the 
discussion. They listened to the opinion of other classmates and the opinion of the 
teacher. They liked to exchange ideas and opinions; something which they think is an 
exception at school. 
Some shots where hard to watch: nudity in the school, spitting in the face, kissing of two 
boys. During the show, some girls with head scarves turned their head away when Erland 
was naked. Other children started giggling. 
 
General conclusions: 

- The translated subtitles change too quickly and therefore are hard to read for 
pupils; 

- Showing the films and discussing without exercises can also be worthwhile; 
- The film educational exercises are difficult to implement, they are too long. 

Teachers could discuss with pupils general objectives of this project. That 
can be a worth-full discussion.  
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- All films can be used for this project’s goals; 
- The age groups could be more wider; 
- It could be a good idea to film lessons and show the shot during a teachers’ or 

parents’ meeting; 
- Teachers are very happy with this package because they can access little material 

on the topic. 
  

4. Bulgaria  
Teachers: 20  

       Students: 36  
The testing in Bulgaria took place in the two schools with which we worked on the 
preparation of the research on the stereotypes. One of the schools is private and the 
other is public. In both schools key figures for the organization of the test were the director 
and the school psychologist. A representative of our research team was not allowed in 
class and the testing was controlled through meetings with the adults.    
In the private school all the movies with the exception of Bob were watched by children, 
the teachers watched the movies that corresponded to the age of the children that they 
work with (primary schooling – 11, pre-school – 1, secondary and high-school level – 8). In 
the public school children of 6 and 10 years watched Papa’s Boy, Mobile and Stick and 
Stones, and 2 children of 17 years watched the movies Shark Bait, Stick and Stones, Omar, 
From Lucas to Luus (1 seven-year old child; 6 ten-year old children, 16 fourteen-year old 
children, 13 seventeen-year old children). 
The teachers are familiar and have provided a positive feedback about the exercises, but 
did not use them in the work with the students.   
 
Papa’s Boy and Mobile 
Teachers: 
In Papa’s Boy, it is not explicitly clear that the mouse is a boy . 
Most of the teachers of classes of 7-10 year olds believe that it would be difficult for them 
to start a discussion about homosexuality and about differences in general.  They believe 
that this is a task for the psychologist. Teachers find the movies rather confusing in terms of 
themes and not suggestive of many topics for discussion by unprepared teachers. Some 
of the teachers think that the students would deride the movies and would not see the 
topic of discrimination in them.  
Theachers said they find the exercises helpful – they used exercise 1 – Boy or Girl? The 
recommendations are that nothing should be mandatory and that the age limit should be 
increased to 10.  
Pupils: 
The movies have been watched by all children at all ages. The 15-17 years old children like 
the movie but think that it is too early for children under 14 years old to see them (see 
General Conclusions).   
The youngest child (6 years old) takes the scene in Mobile as a scene of unacceptable 
wish that destroys the good balance. This makes the child dislike the cow and the whole 
movie.  
 
Stick and Stones 
Teachers: 
As a whole it has been well-accepted by the teachers of elder students. They think that it 
could mostly help them to lead a discussion because it opens a lot of topics and also 
shows how a discussion with children should be carried out.  
Children:  
It is accepted by the children. While for the teachers the movie is a bit too long, for the 
children it is interesting. They liked the discussion about parents of the same sex.  
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From Lucas to Luus 
Teachers: 
The movie is very long and the teachers lost their interest. They do not feel prepared to 
lead such a discussion because the topic is not familiar for them. The school psychologist 
would use this movie in his classes, although a need for this has not emerged yet. They 
recommend that the talking as regards this topic should be clear and open.  
Students: 
They take it as a normal movie about somebody's story. It has not provoked a discussion.  
 
Shark Bait 
Teachers:  
This is the film that has been discussed more than any other as the teachers are prepared 
as a result of other programs to talk about and look for solutions to the problem of bullying 
at school. The movie has exactly this accent in the discussions. The topic about sexuality in 
general remains secondary and the accent is on the decision of Erlend. In regards to the 
scenes of direct demonstration of violence: they are perceived negatively, but the 
unpleasant feeling is compensated by the good ending. As a result of this the stopping of 
the movie before the end is considered unacceptable. It is essential that the children are 
warned about these scenes.  
Pupils: 
The movie is very interesting. Some time is needed for a discussion to be started because 
many of the children have already been victims of bullying at school. Preparation is 
necessary. The movie stimulates more discussions about the actual problems of a gay 
student at their school and about the way that each of the children reacts and reacted in 
the past to this. According to one of the children the movie should be presented together 
with another “brighter” movie – Danny’s Parade, Sticks and Stones, Bob. 
 
Donkey Girl 
Teachers:  
The teachers take the movie only as romantic and as not very interesting; with an unclear 
theme. Others share the opinion that it is absolutely redundant because it does not treat 
clearly any topic. The whole movie is marked by unnecessary eroticism that does not 
leave a chance for comments: neither about the homophobia, nor about tolerance. 
There is also an unacceptable nakedness of children.  
Pupils: 
The pupils are more extreme in their opinion about this movie. Not even one pupil accepts 
it. For some of the children it is boring, for most the kiss at the end of the movie is totally out 
of place. The children are trying to find the place of the donkey and the fish as 
metaphors, but the end of the movie does not help them to do so. A lot of topics have 
been started, but not completed: bullying, friendship, poems, and loneliness.. Here as in 
Shark Bait and Danny’s Parade the pupils have not talked about the movie, but about 
their experience with a stigmatized gay school mate.  
 
Omar 
Pupils: 
This is one of the best movies. It has been seen by the smallest number of children (only by 
17-18 year olds). The jargon used in the movie has not been discussed. The conflict with 
the father is considered as one of the main themes because the students relate to it.  
 
Danny’s Parade 
Teachers: 
This is the movie that is best liked because it is multi-layered in meanings and even the 
teachers that are not ready to start a discussion can do so on topics such as: media, 
relationships with the family, what it is like to embrace a cause and to engage the 



 11

community with it. Here the students are ready to discuss their experiences in regards to 
demonstrations of rejection of their decisions by their parents.  
 
Bob 
It has not been commented and the questionnaires about it have not been filled in. The 
teachers also do not say anything about this movie..  
 
General Conclusions: 
- In the Bulgarian school there is time, readiness and interest for working with the movies 
- In Bulgaria there is a need for such an educational toolkit 
- The children from the public schools are not sure that the teachers would be able to lead 
such a discussion and control the laughter in the class.   
- According to 15-18 years old children that in principle demonstrate tolerance and are 
raised in tolerance it is not necessary for children under 14 years of age to watch any of 
these movies. The children in Bulgaria are not prepared and at this stage of our cultural 
development, the watching of the movies at an early age would only direct the children 
into a determinative understanding of differences    The students, after an in-depth 
discussion, reached the conclusion that such movies would deprive the children of the 
opportunity to develop their own understanding of tolerance. This opinion of the children is 
fully supported by interviewed specialists on pedagogy and psychology.  
- The movies that are prescribed for the younger children can easily be addressed to 
children over 14 years old.  
- Unacceptable for both the children and the specialists is the movie Donkey Girl due to 
the double meaning of the image of the donkey in the world of literature and mythology, 
the abrupt relation to the theme of loneliness of the girl, to the theme for homosexuality, 
the inappropriate inclusion of the topic about ethnic differences and mainly – the turning 
of the child into an erotic image.  
 - The movie Danny’s Parade – the most appropriate one for discussion is well-addressed 
to the corresponding age group. 
 - The movies are more easily accepted by students who have been prepared for years on 
topics, related to sexuality and whose surroundings are characterized by tolerance. This 
once again proves the original idea of the project that tolerance is learned and the 
school has a major role in this learning.  
- All the movies with subtitles aimed at children less than 12 years of age would be difficult 
for presentation due to the subtitles. If there is an opportunity, it would be good to sound 
the movies Shark Bait, Stick and Stones. 
 
5. Basque Autonomous Community                                                                                                                  
Teaching Stаff: 14  
Pupils: 16 (aged 5 – 16) 
The students who took part were boys and girls aged from 5 to 16. The test was carried out 
with the collaboration of the Consejo de la infancia y adolescencia del Ararteko 
(Ombudsman’s Committee on Childhood and Adolescence) as well as with children who 
do not belong to the same. Among the students, in the case of the Ombudsman´s 
Committee on Adolescence (aged 14-16), it was decided to show them all the shorts 
except Donkey girl and several minutes of Sticks and stones and From Lucas to Luss.  The 
other children taking part watched the shorts aimed at their age group. Certain groups 
had a mix of ages where it was difficult to get the children who shouldn’t watch certain 
shorts to leave the room, meaning that they all saw more shorts than corresponded to 
their age group, showing that the shorts are a flexible and attractive resource for the 
younger children. In these cases, special attention was paid to the discourse of each of 
the children, allowing all of them to give their opinions. 
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Papa’s boy 
Teachers: 
The teaching staff did not just assess the film but took the didactic unit into account as 
well. In general, we can state that the teaching staff regarded the short as very suitable 
for the topics to be worked on in the unit. However, they doubted whether the younger 
children were able to identify the mouse as a boy or a girl. They also pointed out that the 
word “stereotypes” was missing from the keywords identifying the didactic material.   
Pupils: 
This short was watched by children from 5 to 16; by all children, participate in testing. 
Taking this fact into account, we saw the youngest children (5-8) had problems 
understanding the message of the short. However, the students aged from 14-16 received 
another message, more related with the chance to have the freedom to develop without 
anyone putting you under pressure or affecting your life. They also mentioned the role of 
parents as regards their children.  
 
Mobile 
All children have seen this movie. 
Teachers: 
The didactic unit is vital for working with the short. Despite this, teaching stuff pointed out 
that the message of the video might be a little complicated for certain ages. They also 
rated this short very highly and thought it was fun and dynamic.  
Pupils: 
Everyone rated it very positively and the children interacted with the short by making 
noises and talking while it was being shown. The youngest students, from 5 to 8, rated it 
very positively. In most cases, Mobile was rated more highly than Papa’s boy. We can 
state that the message of the short was clearly identified without any problems by the 
youngest participants. 
  
Sticks and stones 
Teachers: 
The teaching staff thought the film was monotonous and even boring, believing 
that the film wouldn’t keep students’ attention. They also said that the subtitles 
were a problem as the age of the target audience means that they are not good 
readers. They suggested either slowing down the subtitles or even dubbing the 
documentary. However, they thought the subject was good and suitable. They 
also asked how the parents would react and feared that it might not be 
understood.  
Pupils: 
This short was watched by 15 children, aged from 5 to 16.  
It was not rated as highly as the others and, a few minutes into the film, some children 
fidgeting and got up to play. The two groups made up of the 5 to 8 year olds had 
problems with the subtitles, which had to be read out loud by adults, as the students 
couldn’t read them. While the younger children understood the message about the 
families, the adolescents went further and spoke about bullying and accepting all kinds of 
people.“Live and let live”.  
 
From Lucas to Luss 
Pupils: 
With the 5 to 8 year olds, the film had to be read aloud by an adult. The 7 to 8 year olds 
more or less paid attention and followed the narrative. The children understood the 
subject dealt with, despite it being regarded as something that was difficult for younger 
children to understand. 
Educational stuff and parents: 
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The educational staff highlighted the biologic’s approach of the short, remarking that their 
positioning goes against this explanation. It should also be mentioned that the 
educational staff taking part mentioned that cases such as that of Luss seemed distant to 
them, stating several times that they hadn’t come across cases like that 
Indeed, the families were present in two of the children’s groups and they themselves 
asked the same questions as the teaching staff as to whether it was appropriate to deal 
with these subjects.  
 
Donkey Girl 
Pupils: 
Donkey girl was only watched by a girl of 13 and her mother. They rated the short 
highly, with both of them liking its sensitivity and the poetic way it approached the 
story. The daughter saw that the film dealt with the friendship between two girls 
and didn’t want to define it as anything more at first. 
Teacher: 
The teaching staff liked the idea of a short showing love between two women, although 
they pointed out that the way it approached the subject was too subtle and dreamlike. 
This meant that they felt students would perhaps miss certain aspects of the film and the 
topic of lesbianism would not be all that clear 
In addition, the didactic unit exercises dealing with technical aspects of the 
production of the film were rated very highly, as working with the material also 
helped to develop critical thought. 
 
Shark Bait 
Pupils: 
Shark bait was seen by adolescents from 14 to 16. At the end of the film, with the largest 
group of children, there was total silence, a silence that seemed to show how affected 
they were. The students commented on the problem of bullying and harassment in its 
broadest sense..  
Teachers:  
The teaching staff rated the film as excellent, as they felt it had great possibilities for 
dealing with homophobic bullying and other topics, such as the harasser and the person 
being harassed, and how when the latter doesn’t turn into the harasser when he or she 
could do so. As regards how exercises could be improved, staff felt that the keyword 
“spectators” was missing, in reference to those who are passive or indifferent when faced 
with a case of harassment occurs, thus favouring what is happening. They also felt it would 
be interesting to deal with the subject of assertiveness in a very clear fashion, as they felt 
that in certain cases the end of the film could lead people to think that you should “turn 
the other cheek”, something that could be risky when dealing with the problem in schools 
 
Bob 
Pupils: 
This short was only shown completely once. The 5 to 8 year olds who saw the film 
understood its message without problems, with the youngest (aged 5) of those present 
didn’t understand message.  
Teachers: 
Therefore, their impressions were almost that they didn’t understand what the film had to 
do with the subject to be dealt with. They felt that, by itself, the film didn’t deal with any of 
the key topics of the project (bullying/homophobia). 
 
Omar and Danny’s Parade 
Pupils: 
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Both shorts were seen in their entirety by children from 14 to 16. With these films, the 
youngsters reflected on the support available, both from the family and the social 
environment, which allows people to live their particular sexual orientation freely. Most of 
them , despite accepting that the video might not be taken seriously in class, did believe 
that the videos got across a clear message that would make them think.  
Teachers: 
The teaching staff rated the material very highly because the messages transmitted by 
both films are very clear and they also, especially the short Omar, allow many more 
subjects than homophobia and bullying to be dealt with, such as marginalisation, other 
cultures, etc. and think that other keywords dealing with these topics should be added.  
Apart from the positive aspects mentioned, they highlighted the fact that both sets of 
didactic material lacked female references regarding homosexuality.  
 
General Opinions of the Teaching Staff on the Materials 

- Most of the teaching staff feel that there is a need for training before starting to 
deal with the subject   

- Teaching staff asks how they could insert these subjects into their daily teaching 
obligations, that is when to use the material, as part of which subjects, in what way, 
etc.  this means that, as well as training the teaching staff with regard to gender 
systems, special emphasis would have to be placed on co-education in a practical 
fashion.  

- Most of the material generated, on this subject and on many others, does not 
reach the schools   they recommended that the material be adapted so that it 
can be accepted by the Department of Education and made available to anyone 
who wishes to use it. 

- They regard prevention work as fundamental  developing areas to deal with 
affective/sexual education, as they say that whenever such areas are made 
available, LGBT situations start emerging or at least an appropriate space is made 
available to talk about such subjects; 

- They were extremely concerned about a great unknown: how parents would react 
to the subject  if they decided to use the material in this school, they would keep 
the parents informed of its aims and why it was being used, making it clear that 
there was no intention of being controversial.  

 
Conclusion: 
Material was very highly rated, both by the students and the teaching staff. The latter saw 
the material as a tool for working on the subject of bullying and homophobia, both to 
prevent any problems arising and to deal with the subject after problems have arisen.  
The material was found suitable for encouraging debate and reflection on bullying, the 
LGBT group, homophobia, acceptance by the family, etc., while the teaching staff also 
rated the proposed didactic activities designed to work on all the topics raised in the text. 
They also considered that it would be useful to integrate the material in the school 
curriculum. Both the students and the teaching staff felt that the material should be used 
transversally and not as something that was not part of the daily life at school, meaning 
that talks or workshops given by people from outside the educational centre should be 
avoided.  
 
III General Conclusions 
The Favorite ones 
During the review process of the data from the testing in all 5 countries, we concluded 
that all movies have been watched both by teachers and children. In each country the 
approach of the teachers, the strategy for carrying out the test, as well as the essence 
and the cultural context are different, which explains the decision that not all movies are 
shown to the children in each country. The participants in the test are more then what has 
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been planned in the project. The big number of participants guarantees the reliability and 
the importance of the conclusions that have been made regarding the relevancy and 
necessity for this educational product. Everyone has participated willingly and voluntarily 
in the testing stating that there is a need to include this toolkit at school. All the remarks of 
the participants aim to help for the revision of the toolkit.  
 
A more general and summarized observation is that the more themes a film tackles, the 
better it deals with not only the topic of tolerance, but also the topics of homosexuality 
and stereotypes in particular. When the teachers and the students involve themselves in a 
discussion on problems and topics that they are engaged and familiar with, they 
participate more actively and openly in the discussion and the risk of excluding some of 
the children from the joint work is reduced. 
 
An interesting observation regarding which movies have been selected to be shown to the 
students: while in the United Kingdom all movies have been shown except for Omar (due 
to the choice to stay clean of jargon and uncensored words in the movie), in the 
Netherlands Omar in particular is one of the three movies selected to be shown to the 
pupils. It seems that without any doubt it has been decided (in England and Bulgaria) to 
definitely show the movies Stick and Stones and Danny’s Parade to the children. “All 
agreed that this was a good affirmative film about being a teenager and being gay (for 
Danny’s Parade)”. In Bulgaria this movie has also been accepted well because it opens a 
lot of topics and levels of thinking: regarding the social engagement of the children, 
regarding the media, and regarding the relationship with parents and love relationships. In 
all countries both films have been highly assessed in terms of their ability to provoke 
discussion about how to create a safe environment at school and in general about 
tolerance. In Spain in spite of all good word, teachers have one objection: might 
represent an idyllic, problem-free scene . 
 In Sticks and Stones it is demonstrated exactly how to organize a class in which the main 
topic is tolerance: „Overall this film and the study guide were considered the best at 
provoking discussion (UK). In addition, all countries, except Spain, share the opinion of UK 
that Sticks and Stones was made as an educational tool and lends itself well to PSHE and 
Citizenship lessons in the primary curriculum. In Spain the teaching staff  believe that the 
film wouldn’t keep students’ attention.  Other problems here are subtitles. However mutli-
voice of this film is interpreted only positively as a result of the participation of the children. 
Another favorite movie is Shark Bait. The teaching staff rated the film as excellent, as they 
felt it had great possibilities for dealing with homophobic bullying and other topics. 
About movies Omar and Danny’s Parade adolescence from Basque Autonomic Country 
have one suggestion: they  mentioned that in formal education, at school, there isn’t 
really anywhere to talk about sex and sexuality.  The youngsters also demanded 
somewhere where they could talk, listen and learn about aspects of life such as sexuality. 
The students suggested that these topics could be used in tutorials, workshops and in other 
subjects 
 
Interesting is the opinion of everyone about the animation movies Papa’s Boy and Mobile. 
The teachers like the movies and the simplicity of its theme. Mobile is a good way of 
expressing the diversity of relationships. Despite the positive taking of the animation and 
the charm of the characters, in all countries the teachers are unanimous that the theme 
remains unclear and that maybe it is better that the movies are watched by elder 
children. In Basque Autonomous Community this short was watched by children from 5 to 
16. Taking this fact into account, we saw the youngest children (5-8) had problems 
understanding the message of the short. Children there said that in Papa’s Boy, for 
example, it is not explicitly clear that the child-mouse is a boy, which blurs the message. . 
In most cases, Mobile was rated more highly than Papa’s boy (Bulgaria, Spain). Despite 
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this, teachers in Spain, for example,  pointed out that the message of the video might be 
a little complicated for certain ages, as you have to pay attention all the way through.  
 
The difference is that in some countries the movies have despite this been taken as good 
entertaining way, while in others – as Bulgaria – they have almost been rejected in the 
private school and taken only as entertaining in the public school. The suggestion is that 
the movies should be watched by elder children (10 – 14 years old), who would make the 
connection between the name of the movie and the contents; to be mandatory 
accompanied by a lot of preliminary activities; and the most important and common 
decision – to be guided only by a trained teacher. The question of determining which 
movies are appropriate for this age (7 -10 years old) appears here not only because of the 
inability of the younger pupils to understand them, but also because of the attitude of the 
teachers in primary school. In some countries (Bulgaria) the primary teachers are not 
willing to talk about the themes of sexuality, they feel that they should consult with the 
school psychologists, they have entrusted the psychologists and the parents the hard 
discussions and besides they consider as the most important the provision of comfort and 
less “harmful” discussions in class. The elder pupils think that the children are more 
prepared for discussions than the teachers. In this situation it would be difficult for these 
teachers to lead the discussions.  
 
Difficulties, questions for discussion and decisions: 
As it is visible in the reports of all countries, the first obstruction for the understanding of the 
movies is the language – it turns out that it is very difficult for the children to follow the 
subtitles, especially when the children are younger than 12 years of age. The movies that 
are in the native language of the children are accepted very well (Stick and Stones in 
England, Danny’s Parade in the Netherlands). For Stick and Stones this is a big problem – 
because of children’s age and because this is “documentary” film. The solution of this 
problem would be to change the targeted age groups for the movies From Lucas to Luus, 
and Sticks and Stones (so that the students will not have any difficulties with the subtitles) 
or to sound these movies.  
 
Some of the teachers report about difficulties related to the presentation of particular 
scenes from the movie Shark Bait. Some teachers expressed concern about the portrayal 
of nudity and some children described the nudity and spitting was as disgusting and feels 
yourselves nervy. The same scenes make Muslim children to cover their eyes, and others – 
who have lived through or observed bullying at school – to feel anxious long after they 
have watched the movie. The opinion of the children is that Erland’s victimization is easily 
accessible and the content is realistic. Pupils are surprise that the bullying is not very violent 
but is about humiliation. They understood the moral behind it, but some thought it was 
dark and depressing” (UK) The solution according to the participants: according to the 
teachers the good discussion, the warning of the children about the scenes and the good 
ending of the movies itself are the solutions for these difficulties. Another solution 
suggested by the children is that the movie be followed by the screening of another 
movie that deals with the same topic in a brighter way. In the Netherlands this movie 
would be accepted more easily by the age group 14 – 15 years old. This is definitely 
another movie that is favorite for the participants and every difficulty related to its 
presentation will be discussed. “Gain RESPECT from others, not fear” (children from UK).  
 
The conclusion made in Italy is relevant for almost all of the movies: „although pupils like 
the movies, messages and aims of the films are not always easily understood. An adult 
presence is therefore necessary to introduce the topic and prepare pupils to what they're 
going to watch”.   
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The opinions about Donkey Girl, on the other hand, are very different, which makes the 
general assessment of the movie difficult. In Basque Autonomous Community, for 
example, this film have be watched only form 1 girl and her mother. In all countries the 
most thought that the film is too “slow”, dreamlike and some said they found it confusing. 
The children don’t like fish-gutting scene (UK). The main objection against this movie is that 
it is slow and unclear. In the different countries it is described in a different way: as 
“poetic”, as a “movie about friendship”, “philosophical movie”, “movie about the 
friendship with animals”, “innocent”, “not necessary at school”. In Bulgaria the movie has 
not been well understood by the teachers and has only been shown to adolescents of 17-
18 years of age. The pupils and the specialists from Bulgaria think that the movie can be 
excluded from the selection due to its unclear message and the risk not to be interpreted 
well by the unprepared and often disinterested in the topic teachers.  
 
An interesting and again different is the opinion about the movie From Lucas to Luus. This is 
why we mention it in this part regarding difficulties. In some places the fact that it is a 
“documentary” is positively assessed in regards to the clear understanding of the plot 
(Bulgaria and the Netherlands). In these two countries the movie has not engaged the 
attention of many teachers and is presented as a movie that is curious, rather than 
educational, while in other countries (Italy) both the topic and the way of presenting the 
information are assessed as problematic. In Spain educational stuff and parents 
highlighting the biologics approach of the short too and that such cases seemed distant 
to them. Some mothers felt that affective/sexual diversity was something that didn’t affect 
a lot of children. According to researchers from UK Lucas to Luus is the most important film 
because topic of trans people is not popular now in Europe. The opinion of the 
researchers from Italy is quite different from this of those in UK. They assess the results from 
the test in view of their opinion that this movie cannot be presented in public without 
causing negative reactions, and besides it shows a particular solution for a particular 
problem and is far from the universality that we are trying to achieve. Italy also says it 
would be impossible to discuss film in the classroom without parent's authorization. “Italy is 
totally lacking in a sex education policy dealing with differences in sexual orientation and 
gender identity”. This movie deserves a follow-up debate.  
As a result of the analysis of the test reports of all of the countries it becomes clear that in 
relation to these two movies (From Lucas, Donkey girl)  it is necessary to have discussion 
and such discussions would be organized.  
  
The least amount of comments has been done about the movie Bob. Often the teachers 
even forget that this movie is part of the toolkits. Teachers felt that, by itself, the film didn’t 
deal with any of the key topics of the project. Pupils recognized the message of the film 
but most focused on the fact that it was funny without commenting further. Perhaps it 
could be used in the work with elder children as a support of their good sense of humour 
that is important for the discussion of complicated topics. The movie corresponds to the 
needs of the pupils for a new view.   
 
The language of the movie Omar represents a big difficulty, because it has more jargon 
words, and in order to keep its style, it is necessary that some of the words are presented in 
a way that is unacceptable for the teachers and cannot be presented at school. The 
movie is definitely liked and there is a particular translation solution of this problem 
discussed with a team of members aware of the cultural differences if every country.  
 
Age category: 
The suggestions are always about raising the age of the target groups (Bulgaria) or an 
opportunity for this (Italy). This has been openly expressed about the movies Mobile, 
Papa’s Boy (see page 11), Donkey girl, Shark Bite – good to be 14/15 years. 
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Teachers said that the subtitles in Stick and Stones were a problem as the age of the 
target audience means that they are not good readers. They suggested either slowing 
down the subtitles or even dubbing the documentary.  
 
In UK the participants in the test definitely stand for the selection of the movies in every 
age group. Researchers and teachers proposed that age group could be more open and 
this is a good suggestion. It is important to motivate this decision.   
 
The exercises: 
Everyone takes them and assesses them as provocative for discussions, but they have not 
been tested in real time conditions by everyone. In the work with the small children (up to 
10 years old) there have been opportunities to use the exercises. It is confirmed by 
everyone that it is necessary that the screening be completed by the related activities: 
they are really useful to understand the message; it could even not come out from the film 
without them. Some of the partners highlight once again the necessity to adapt the 
proposed exercises to the available conditions.  
 
A suggestion by the teachers from the UK concerning the exercises related to the movie 
From Lucas to Luus is to add two documentary movies screened on the local Channel 4 - 
Le Vie en Rose and My Transsexual Summer as they would help to provoke discussions.  
 
Suggestions for changes in the movies: 
Suggestion for technical changes in the movies: to decrease the duration of Stick and 
Stones and From Lucas to Luus, because the topic is interesting, it is clearly presented and 
it is not necessary to repeat some of the thesis several times. These movies can also be 
divided into different scenes (suggested by Bulgaria and the Netherlands). Teachers in 
Spain felt that the appearance of animals distracted from the subject and felt that it 
would be better to use people or images of people, so as to make the problem more 
human. 
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